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carefully-written history of a religious society whose birth, growth, 
decline, and death are intimately connected with important changes in 
the distribution of our municipal population. It had its origin in a 
plethora of the Protestant congregations in the northwestern section of 
the city, and for twenty years or more it had a vigorous life. Before 
the close of the next twenty years the church edifice on Chambers 
Street, together with another on Hanover Street which had been one 
of its feeders, had passed into the possession of the Romanists, who 
now, in that whole region, far outnumber the Protestants. 

" The Sylphids' School " is the longest piece in a volume of poems, 
chiefly didactic or devotional, — many of them hymns written for 
special occasions, or for use in Sunday schools. The reader will recog- 
nize in them, under the garb, but not disguise, of verse, the fervent 
devotional feeling, the genial kindness, and the warm sympathy with 
childhood, which have won for Mr. Pray the honor and affection of so 
large a circle of fellow-workers and friends. 



23. — Tales and Sketches. By Hugh Miller, Author of " The Old 
Red Sandstone," "My Schools and Schoolmasters," "The Testi- 
mony of the Rocks," etc. Edited, with a Preface, by Mrs. Mil- 
ler. Boston: Gould and Lincoln. 1863. 12mo. pp.369. 

These, we are told, are among Hugh Miller's earliest literary com- 
positions ; but there is nothing in them indicative of immaturity of mind 
or of culture. The most important and interesting of the papers are 
the first two, comprising " Recollections " of Ferguson and of Burns 
respectively, — understood to be substantially authentic, though some- 
what dramatized. Some of the remaining pieces are fictions, deeply 
rather than highly wrought, and illustrating the tenderness of the 
author's sensibilities and the genuineness of his sympathies. The 
whole volume — unlike most last volumes of great men, which are apt 
to be made up of refuse matter — is worthy of being preserved in a 
permanent form, as a memorial of the author's taste and power in a 
department of literature that seems to have little in common with his 
favorite science. 



24. — The Invasion of the Crimea : its Origin, and an Account of its 
Progress down to the Death of Lord Baglan. By Alexander 
William Kinglake. Volume I. New York : Harper and 
Brothers. 1863. 12mo. pp. 650. 

This is not a work to be dealt with in a brief notice, even were the 
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whole of it on our table, or had we read all of such portion as has 
come into our hands. We hope to give it in some future number the 
examination it merits. Meanwhile we must confess ourselves fasci- 
nated with the style, and impressed with an undoubting assurance of 
the author's honesty and sincerity. But his is the honesty of a warm 
and bitter partisan, the sincerity of an implacable anti-Gallican. He 
has a profound hatred for the French Emperor, and this hatred is 
always a preponderating weight in one scale of his judgment. So 
uniform is the operation of this bias, that the reader may, without 
danger of error, apply the necessary equation and make the due cor- 
rection in every statement. Indeed, there is little of contemporary, we 
might even say there is little of ancient history, that is not written in 
the interest of a party or an opinion. And it may be that the truth 
fares better in the hands of such historians than in those of the unim- 
passioned annalist, who is often the victim rather than the arbiter of his 
authorities. It is by the antagonism of opposite historical theories, 
that authorities are tested and sifted, fallacies exposed, and facts es- 
tablished. Undoubtedly the best-known portions of history are those 
which have been the battle-grounds of the fiercest historical contro- 
versy. 

25. Results of Slavery. By Augustin Cochin, Ex-Maire and Muni- 
cipal Councillor of Paris. Work crowned by the Institute of France 
(Academie Frangaise). Translated by Mart L. Booth, Trans- 
lator of Count de Gasparin's Works on America, etc. Boston : 
Walker, Wise, & Co. 1863. 12mo. pp. 413. 

This is the second part of M. Cochin's work entitled L' Abolition de 
VEsclavage. It is for the most part but another, yet a most eloquent, 
echo of the outcry of nearly the whole civilized world against the great 
moral enormity of our land and age. It possesses a peculiar interest 
for us now, not so much for anything new in its contents, as because it 
" tells us all things that ever we did," shows as familiar a conversance 
with our affairs, social and political, as we could expect from one 
of ourselves, and in the vivid portraiture of our national guilt and grief, 
thus hung up in a foreign land, awakens emotions not unlike those at- 
tributed to ^neas, when he saw the fate of Troy pictured on the walls 
of the Carthaginian temple. 

" Quse regie in terris nostri non plena laboris ? " 

The history of slavery in the United States is pursued in the origi- 
nal work as far as the inauguration of President Lincoln ; an article 
added in the American edition was written after the reverses near 



